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themselves with the titles like Chalumula Samasta
Pekkandru Nanadesi Yabayyaru Desala Pekkandru47. Most
probabaly they had separate guilds in each important town
as it could be inferred from a letter which the several
Ayyavaly Chalumulas of Yadiki addressed to the several
Ayyavale Chalumulas of Tadipatri48. Each guild of a town
had a president called Pattanasvami who was also an
executive officer. They usually held their general body
meeting in a Mukhamandapah (front hall) of a temple49. The
full insignia of a guild was paraded specially the diamond
barsangi, without which no meeting or the guild was valid50.
The Merchant guild had some powers of taxation or
collection of duties on the goods transported or imported
as it assumed the responsibility of remitting taxes due to
the Government from its members51. The guild also tried
petty criminal and civlt cases with the consent of the
Governor the guild could also get the assistance of VkJvan
Mahajanas of an agrahara for trial and disposal of cases or
civil suits52. There were Vyavahara merchants welversed in
the Dharma Sastras.53 The Vysya merchants too had their
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